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Philosopher: The fall of every kingdom must ensue in
course of time; there is no permanent abode on earth for
any created beings, all of whom must finally rejoin their
mother-earth.

Eskandcir: You have spoken the truth, and I consider
the circumstance of having met you to be the greatest
advantage I have obtained from my coming to the country
of India.

After this conversation Zulqarneen honoured the philoso-
pher by presenting him with costly dresses of honour and
rare gifts, whereby he exalted him above all his contem-
poraries and friends. Masu'di relates that this philosopher
remained in attendance on Eskandar during his whole
sojourn in India, and that on the departure of the latter
he asked his majesty for a lock of hair, which request was
graciously complied with.

It is related that Zulqarneen filled the [above-described
wonderful] goblet with water, and caused everybody to
drink therefrom without its contents being diminished.
He also examined the physician, and received from him
wonderful explanations concerning the art of healing,
to such an extent that it would be impossible to record
them.

In the Tdrikh-i-Hukmd it is narrated that after his con-
quest of India Eskandar departed, and marched to China,
with the emperor of which country he waged a great war
until he finally subjugated him. This new vassal thereon
sent the following presents: ' One thousand mauns of pure
gold, one thousand pieces of white silk cloth, five thousand
robes of gold brocade, one hundred swords with hilts, inlaid
with precious stones, the sight of which amazed those who
beheld them ; one hundred horses that vied with the wind
in celerity; one hundred saddles, embroidered with costly
gems; one hundred heaps of pale amber, one thousand
misqals of musk, nine rattals of lignum-aloe, many vessels
of porcelain, pictures and figures, which persons who
once saw them would never dismiss from their hearts;
.skins of sables, beavers, and ermines, several thousands of